
Required Summer Reading List 

Language and Literature 9 Honors 

You are required to complete two novels over the summer. One is mandatory; the other is your choice from the list. You will be 

asked to complete an in-class essay in September on the mandatory book.  

Mandatory 

A Separate Peace by John Knowles 

Gene and Phineas, roommates at a boarding school in New England, deal with rivalry, jealousy, and the imminent war in this 

dark tale of adolescence. 

Choice Reading List  

Directions: In addition to the required reading novel, you are to choose an additional book from the choice reading list. After 

you have completed the reading, you are to choose an assignment from the assignment list. (Directions for the all of the 

assignments can be found on the attached sheet.) You will present your project the first or second week of school. Extra points 

will be awarded to those students who read one classical and one contemporary book in addition to the mandatory book. 

Classical Choices: 

 Le Morte d’Arthur by Sir Thomas Malory

The Arthurian legend comes to life in this masterpiece.

 David Copperfield or Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens

In typical Dickens fashion, the brutal lives of young boys reveal his theme of the “disciplining of the hero’s emotional and

moral life.”

Contemporary Choices: 

 House of Scorpion by Nancy Farmer

This futuristic novel about cloning raises questions of what it means to be human and what is the value of life. El Patron is

the ruler of Opium, a country that lies between the U.S. and Aztlan, formerly Mexico; its vast poppy fields are tended by

“eejits” programmed by a computer chip implanted in their brains. With smooth pacing, Farmer traces Matt’s growing

awareness of what being a clone of one of the most powerful and feared men on earth.

 If You Come Softly by Jacqueline Woodson

Jeremiah, an African-American boy from Brooklyn, and Ellie, a Caucasian girl from New York City meet at a private school

in Manhattan.  Their first meeting in the halls at the school is brief but powerful – and neither can stop thinking about the

other.  When they finally meet again, their connection is immediate, and a relationship begins.  They feel they belong

together, but they are not prepared for the views of the rest of the world.

 The Usual Rules by Joyce Maynard

On a Tuesday morning in Brooklyn, Wendy heads to school with typical teenage worries on her mind: her looks, a fight

with her mother, and plans with her best friend.  She does not anticipate that her life will change forever that morning

when a plane crashes into the World Trade Center, the place where her mother works.  Wendy is forced to deal with

difficult questions and overwhelming emotions as she watches the rest of her family fall apart after her mother’s death.

Wendy moves to California with her father and discovers important lessons about family, loss, and forgiveness.

 Deogratis: A Tale of Rwanda by J.P. Stassen

This graphic novel tells the story of a teenage Hutu boy, who is in love with a girl from the Tutsi tribe, during the

genocidal horrors of 1994, when over 800,000 people were put to death in fewer than 100 days.  Switching back and

forth in time Deogratis is unsparing in its depiction of the grip of madness and horror on one young boy and his country.

Courses 
Language and Literature 9 Honors 



Summer Reading Assignments 

Language and Literature 9 Honors 
Option I: 

This project has two parts: Create a work of art and explain its meaning in a detailed paragraph. 

 

Part I: Create a work of art that expresses several of the following about the book you read: 

 A theme 
 An issue addressed 
 A motif 
 A symbol 
 The relationship between two important characters 
 Significant allusions: include the reference material (the original item) and how it is used in the novel 

 

Your work of art may be in any form: 

 Sculpture (wood, paper mache, metal, clay)  
 Poem (3  united by a theme, 20 lines or more each) 
 Drawing     
 Painting      
 Music (see below)  
 Collage 

 

Important: 

Do not simply illustrate a scene or character from the novel. The purpose of this project is to show your understanding of the deeper levels 

of the book, using a creative process that calls upon your deeper levels of thinking and emotional response to the book. 

 

Music can be recorded or original (you compose and play it). If recorded, use at least two songs and print out the lyrics, in “school-

appropriate form” (no profanity, no racist or sexist words). 

 

Part II: Explain the meaning of your artwork. 

Write at least two well-developed paragraphs to explain how the images, lyrics, or other elements in your art work express the themes, 

issues, symbols, relationships between characters, or significant allusions from the literature you chose to show.  Be detailed and clear. 

Grammar and mechanics count! 

 

Option II:   

1.  Five- Paragraph Essay 

 Each choice book has a character who has a challenge that he or she must overcome to learn an important lesson or skill. Using 

details from the text, describe a challenge that was faced by one of the characters. Then describe how the character addressed the 

specific challenge. Now, determine how you would have addressed the character’s challenge.   

  

 Essay Descriptors:  

 Describe a challenge faced by one of the characters from your choice book  

 Describe  how the character addressed the challenge 

 Compare your response to the character’s response  

o What would you have done differently?  

o What would you have done similarly?  

Option III:   

 
2. A Letter to the Author 

Write a letter, including an analysis of the text, to the author of your choice book.  Consider the following questions:  

1. Did you like the protagonist or antagonist? What would you change about the characters, if you were writing the book?  
 

2. Do you agree with how the protagonist handled a specific challenge? If you were the author, what would the protagonist do 
differently? 

 
3. What could be added to the book to make the reading more interesting to your classmates? Would you add additional drama 

or would you delete a boring character?  
 

4. Think about the setting of the book. If you changed the setting of the story, would the storyline change? If so, how?  
With all of the questions, please be as specific as possible.   

You must respond to at least three of these questions in your letter to the author. 



 

 

 

 

 

Rubric for Option I 

Language and Literature 9 Honors 

 

 



 

  

 

 

Rubric for Options II & III 
Language and Literature 9 Honors 

Element 3 2 1 
Content and 
Organization 

 Introduction and 
conclusion are present 

 Single focus  
 Topic is well-developed  
 Key Ideas are developed 

 Introduction and 
conclusion are present 
but need further 
development 

 Single focus is 
maintained 
throughout most of the 
piece  

 Ideas are loosely 
connected  

 Some ideas need 
further elaboration  
 

 Lacking an 
introduction and/or 
conclusion  

 Attempts to focus but 
may drift or shift focus 

 Details need further 
elaboration 

 Repetitious details  

Usage  Very few, if any, errors are 
present 

 Some errors are 
present 
 

 Numerous errors are 
present 

Sentence Construction 
and Mechanics 

 Very few, if any, errors are 
present 

 Some errors are 
present 

 Numerous errors are 
present 


